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Here George Joseph's impatience for reform has
betrayed him into lapse of memory. For he brings no new
argument in support of his summary rejection of Khadi,
but quotes as facts what he himself used to refute as fallacies.
Arguments may be revised on further consideration, but
facts may not be unless they are proved to have been false.
Khadi as conceived for the use of millions does not cost
more than foreign cloth for the simple reason that the
millions must, if Khadi is to be used by them, be their
own manufacturers and consumers. These pages have shown
that in Bardoli, Bijolia and several other places Khadi is
being so manufactured and consumed, even as in millions
of homes people cook and eat their own food. It is possible
to demonstrate, in terms of metal, that rice or bread cooked
in a few factories would cost less than they cost today in
the millions of homes. But nobody on that account would
dare suggest that the millions should cease to cook and
should send their raw rice and wheat to be cooked in
centralized factories.

Again it is not true to say that women spinners work
ten hours per day. Whatever spinning they do is done during
their spare hours, and what they get is not a day's wage
but in the majority of cases a substantial addition to their
daily earnings from their daily avocation. The earning
from spinning is waste turned into wealth and not the price
of 'sweated labour' as Joseph puts it. And let me correct
Joseph by saying that no spinner even working for 10
hours per day can earn 3 as. per day. Spinning has never
been conceived as a full-day occupation. Lastly, it is untrue
to say that "lakhs of money have been poured like water
into the organization of the industry." No organization on
a nationwide scale has been known to cost less in organizing
than this has. What is true is that a paltry 25 lakhs have
been invested as capital for organizing this great and daily
growing cottage industry which brings water to thousands
of parched lips. Joseph must think cheap of his countrymen
when he prophesies that an organization which employs at
least 1,500 willing workers in 1,500 villages, an organization
which brings daily relief to nearly 150,000 women, an
organization which commands the self-sacrificing labours of